
 Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3 July, 2012

Between 7.00pm and 8.15pm at Rede Tyne & Coquet Sports Centre, Otterburn
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair 

Clive Emerson
Gary Satchwell

Harry Scott 
Sarah Robson

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk Michael Parr 

1. Apologies for absence
There were no apologies.

2. Minutes of the last meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the 
Chair.

3. Matters arising
a) Annual Village Inspection:  The Clerk reported he was in contact with the various parties regarding the matters 
identified at the village inspection. IT WAS AGREED to engage Mr Mowatt to scarify the moss as well as 
expose the path in the Millennium Green. IT WAS AGREED the Clerk would contact NCC in respect of the 
missing cat’s eyes to request a supply to replace where necessary.   

b) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village: The Chair reported how pleased he was with the turn-out 
and contribution of ideas for the recent meeting at the Percy Arms.  IT WAS AGREED for all Cllrs to make it 
known about the Area West Committee meeting on 11 September in Ponteland and the Clerk would contact 
Snaiths regarding the possibility of providing transport on the day. 

c) item 5c: Replacement of seats and tables in the Millennium Green:  It was reported that the new seat for the 
Millennium Green had arrived. IT WAS AGREED to enquire about a table anchor before setting up the table.

d) item 5d: Parish Council Newsletter:  Individual responsibilities were discussed and agreed to take to the 
September meeting in order that a newsletter could be produced for circulation in autumn. 

e) item 5e: Review of supported bus services:  The Clerk shared the feedback received from the Parishioners on the 
two bus services under threat. Whilst the number of fare paying passengers is not great IT WAS AGREED 
both services to Morpeth and Bellingham provided a vital lifeline for many who without these services would 
not be able to access facilities such as Doctors, chemist, Post Office, bank and shops. A response would be 
collated by the Clerk and sent to NCC. 

4. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for June, 2012: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was AGREED.

b) Payment of PAYE to HRMC: The payment was AGREED.

c) Invoice from BDO for annual audit: IT WAS AGREED to pay the invoice of £144.00.

d) Invoice for room hire at Otterburn Memorial Hall: IT WAS AGREED to pay the invoice for £20.00.

e) Payment of invoice to C. Mowatt for grass cutting at Willow Green: IT WAS AGREED to pay the invoice for £50.00.

f) Payment of invoice for copies of leaflets for meeting on 28 June: Mr Parr agreed to forego the payment of £1.80 in 
respect of this invoice.

g) Payment of invoice for RoSPA inspection: IT WAS AGREED to pay the invoice for £79.20.

h) Reimbursement of expenses for printer cartridges: IT WAS AGREED to reimburse the Clerk for £35.88. 
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5. Planning
There were no planning applications to review this month.

6. New Business
a) Supporting the Sports Centre:  Mr Parr provided a brief history of the Rede Tyne & Coquet Sports Centre. The 
building was built 24 years ago and was designed for a 25 year life. Mr Parr highlighted that the funding 
received from County Council and Leisure Tynedale had not been increased over the last 15 years.

Recent work has included replacing the fire doors and re-wiring much of the electrics of the building. In the 
last 18 months the Centre has had its troubles including frozen pipes leading to flooding and trouble with 
electrics. More recently the roof has been damaged by highs winds on two occasions.

Whilst all repairs have been competed the insurance premiums have increased significantly and the excess 
increased to £5,000. Fortunately NCC has paid the excess on the last occasion however the four Trustees are 
liable for future excesses.

The Centre provides a number of activities including Play-scheme, badminton, children’s football coaching and 
an annual Rock Festival. It is hoped Zumba could start again soon and other ideas have included running a 
library from the Centre has well as having a gym.

NCC will be undertaking two surveys shortly. The first covering the buildings condition and a second covering 
the options for the future. The Trustees believe there are four main options (1) Another body takes over the 
control of the Centre, (2) The Centre closes, (3) Fix what is urgent and continue the running of the Centre as it 
is and (4) Large scale upgrade with NCC and other funding.

The Trustees recognise they particularly need assistance in ‘marketing’ and ‘fund raising’ to take the Centre 
forward with confidence. A number of ideas were debated and IT WAS AGREED to give consideration and 
thought for further discussion and decision.

b) Road side grass cutting:  It was reported how long the grass verges were getting and the Clerk was asked to 
contact NCC to chase up for cutting as soon as possible. 

c) RoSPA inspection report of children’s play area: The Clerk reported that he had received the annual inspection 
report of the children’s play area. There are no urgent matters requiring attention however IT WAS AGREED 
to make plans to undertake the necessary tasks in the near future.

d) The Tyneside stages rally: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

7. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
8. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00pm on 
Tuesday, 4 September, 2012 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
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